
TO:  ALL OPERATIONS AND NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT MSC OFFICES 
FROM:   CECW-ON  (STEPHEN AUSTIN) 
SUBJECT:  USACE PEPPER SPRAY AUTHORIZATION 
Please forward this message to your district/project offices as appropriate. 
 
 
1.  As stated in my 18 April 2002 message, MG Robert H. Griffin, Director of Civil Works, has 
approved USACE Park Rangers (and other selected employees) to carry and use Oleoresin 
Capsicum (Pepper Spray) for self-defensive purposes.  The following paragraphs contain 
important implementation guidance for FY 02.     
 
2.  MSC Commanders have the delegated authority and option to implement this policy within 
their commands.  Please coordinate this action with your MSC Commander and provide this 
office with your MSC position and plan of action for this year.    
 
3.  We are working with the USACE (Huntsville) Professional Development Support Center to 
secure a contractor to provide a series of 8-hour advanced Instructor ("Train-the-Trainer") 
Certification Courses to selected USACE employees as determined by their MSC/district.  All 
employees who complete the advanced Instructor Course will be authorized to conduct a 6-hour 
basic Pepper Spray Course to eligible USACE employees. Before training can be secured, 
CECW-ON will need to know which MSC/districts plan to authorize their park rangers in FY 02, 
the number (and locations) of the advanced Instructor Training Courses within the MSC, and the 
estimated number of instructors to be certified (note: the maximum number of students per class 
is 25).  MSC/districts will be responsible for the payment of each training course at a set rate per 
student and contractor travel costs. Additional information training and other aspects of the 
USACE Pepper Spray Program is included on the attached DCW Memorandum and EC 1130-2-
214.      
 
4.  I appreciate the support from everyone who has assisted us in obtaining this authorization, 
especially our team members in the Southwestern Division and Fort Worth District who 
particiated in the successful USACE Pepper Spray test during the last three years.   
 
Stephen Austin 
Natural Resources Management Branch 
HQUSACE 
 




































































